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Arabic Crisis And the Problem of Backwardness in the Structure 
of the Contemporary Arab Mind: A social linguistic Study 

Dr. Mohammad M. Yunus Ali 

Abstract 

The study is based upon the theory that the Crisis from 
which the Arabic language suffers is part of a wider problematic 
issue, that is, the Problem of cultural Backwardness. The study 
claims that unless the characteristics for cultural Backwardness 
and its underlying causes are addressed, the crisis of the Arabic 
language will remain radically unsolved. 

The characteristics for cultural Backwardness can be 
classified into five main categories: 

1- Dogmatism, which can be subdivided into black and 
white thinking and refusal of criticism. 

2- Emotional thinking, which can be subdivided into the 
lack of long term planning, extemporization, favoritism and 
injustice. 

3- Ego centered thinking ( or ego inflation ) which manifests 
itself into opportunism, exploitation and dictatorship . 

4- Intellectual dependence manifested in the surrender to 
conspiratorial thinking, putting the blame on others, the surrender 
to the reality, lack of tendency to sacrifice, carelessness, 
traditionalism, and lack of creative thinking. 

5- Superficial thinking which displays itself in intellectual 
myopia, lack of depth, zero take off (lack of accumulative 
knowledge), ignorance of quality and the interest in quantity, 
personalized thinking and expletive thinking. 

In this study we will discuss the characteristics for cultural 
backwardness from which the Arab collective mind suffers and its 
negative reflections on the situation of Arabic in terms of teaching, 
research and planning in order to introduce practical suggestions 
aiming at improving teaching Arabic and the linguistic research. 
For a complete version of the paper in Arabic see pp 659-704 
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